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2016 was a good year for Glyndon Fire & Rescue. Actual fires were few but the call volume continues to be 

steady. Rescue calls kept the departments busy.  Both departments continue to place the importance and value 

of training at the top of our list. The Rescue Squad worked hard this year to raise funds for specialized 

equipment and were able to meet their goal. Rescue Chief Nate Paulson should be recognized for his many 

hours of hard work to make this happen.  

Our best wishes and thank you to our retirees, Rod Wirth (32 years of service) and Scott Lofgren (26 years of 

service). They played an important role in both the Fire and Rescue squads for many years. I am honored to have 

served with them, thank you Brothers. On April 8th, the Glyndon Fire Relief Association will hold their annual 

fund raiser at the community center. Please join us. Tickets are available at the door or from any of the 

firefighters. That night we will recognize Rod and Scott for their many years of dedicated service to our 

community. Additionally, I would like to thank all our members for their hard work and dedication and our 

families for their support. To our newer members, a special thank you. They are the future of the department. 

Their first year or two is busy as they are completing their basic training, all the while stepping in to help the 

community.  

 

Volunteers Needed 

Recruiting volunteers is a year around process. Finding volunteers continues to be problematic, especially during 

the daytime hours. We are not alone as this is a problem nationwide. Your local firefighters are a great group of 

people. For those that may find an interest, stop in at City Hall to fill out an application, visit the City of Glyndon 

or Glyndon Fire’s web page, or ask to talk with a firefighter/medic. Your help is needed and you’ll find pride 

helping someone that is not having a good day. 

 

The members of the Glyndon Fire and Rescue Departments thank you; the citizens, and the city council for your 

continued support. As always, I encourage you (citizens and council alike) to please call or email if you ever have 

a question or would like to discuss something.  

Respectfully, I give you  the Glyndon Fire & Rescue 2016 Annual Report. 

 

Bob Cuchna 

Bob Cuchna, Chief, GFD      glyndonfire@yahoo.com 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

  



Fire Dept. Call volume: 

The Fire Department had 63 calls for service.  The breakdown of such responses is listed below. You will see a 

large number of “Good Intent Calls”. Many of these are dispatches to vehicle accidents with unknown injuries 

and we are often canceled before arriving. We provided mutual aid 6 times to other departments and received 

mutual aid 3 times.  

Total 

Calls
Incident Type 

% of Total 

Calls

Mutual Aid 

None

Mutual Aid 

Given 

Mutual Aid 

Received

Other Aid 

Given
Exposures

 FIRES        

2
Building Fires 

(110-118) 
3.17 1 1 0 0 0

2
Vehicle Fires 

(130-138) 
3.17 2 0 0 0 0

13
Other Fires (100, 

140-173) 
20.63 8 2 2 0 0

17Total Fires 26.98 11 3 2 0 0

0
Overpressure 

Ruptures (200-251) 
0 0 0 0 0 0

 Rescue Calls        

4

Emergency 

Medical 

Treatment (300-

323) 

6.35 4 0 0 0 0

0
All Others (331-

381) 
0 0 0 0 0 0

12Total Rescue Calls 19.05 12 0 0 0 0

5
Hazardous Condition 

Calls (400-482) 
7.94 3 1 1 0 0

1
Service Calls (500-

571) 
1.59 0 1 0 0 0

24
Good Intent Calls 

(600-671) 
38.1 23 1 0 0 0

0

Severe Weather or 

Natural Disaster Calls 

(800-815) 

0 0 0 0 0 0

0Special Incident Calls 0 0 0 0 0 0

 False Calls        

0
Malicious Calls 

(710-715,751) 
0 0 0 0 0 0

3
Other False Calls 

(700, 721-746) 
4.76 3 0 0 0 0

3
Total False Calls (700, 

721-746) 
4.76 3 0 0 0 0

63Total Calls 100 52 6 3 0 0

 



Finances: 

To make it easier than reading the computer version of the city’s budget, I have listed the expenditures of the 

department’s general operating budgets.  

The Fire department spent 87.2% of its operating budget. The department was allotted $51,700 for 

expenditures and spent $45,094. Given the need for new communications equipment and the unknown of 

grants, we tried to hold costs to a minimum. 

The Rescue Squad spent 93.3%. They were allotted $5,950 after transferring their payroll budget to the fire 

finances and spent $5,551. 

When looking at line item 110, this includes: pay per call/meeting, officer pay, and FICA for both Fire and 

Rescue. Fire coverage at the car races is also included in this and was reimbursed by BRRP.  

        

 

 

 



 

ARMER is the Allied Radio Matrix for Emergency Response. It is a P25 compliant, open standard, trunked radio 

system and is used by emergency responders throughout the state. Our current radio system was updated not 

long ago as we were required by the FCC to narrow band our radio frequencies.  At the time, the infrastructure 

was not complete to move to the State’s radio system. We were fortunate to receive a federal grant, county 

wide, that paid for roughly 95% of our costs. Several grants have been denied and it appears that other than 

possible smaller grants, we will not be receiving a grant to pay for the equipment this time.  On the positive side, 

the state of Minnesota is installing the infrastructure that will be maintained by the state.  This system should 

also be superior to the current one. December 31, 2017 is the deadline the county has set to switch to the 

ARMER system. After this time, the equipment for the current system will be dismantled. 

In years past, public safety entities each had their own communications system.  This made communicating with 

other agencies difficult, especially when jurisdictions were crossed. It has been long known that during 

emergencies, communications are needed between a large number of people. With everyone conforming to one 

system, they can more easily communicate with one another. The ARMER system provides interoperable public 

safety communications - across jurisdictions, across disciplines, and across levels of government.  

The ARMER system began in the Twin Cities Metro area in the 1980’s. Over the years. It has been built out to the 

rest of the state.  In 2008, At a cost of $186 million the State began implementation of the last three phases of 

the plan, Phase 456, to complete the infrastructure for the remaining counties in the state. There are now over 

325 towers throughout the state of Minnesota with full microwave connectivity. The system provides for 95% 

mobile coverage. 

The benefits of ARMER: 

Superior radio signal coverage - 95% county by county coverage 

Superior radio traffic capacity - dozens of county, region, and statewide talk groups 

Statewide roaming 

Scalable talk groups 

Digital performance 

Insures investment of Minnesota as the system itself will not become obsolete 

  



GLYNDON RESCUE  
2016 was not only a great year for Glyndon Rescue but it was also a very exciting time as well.  Glyndon Rescue 

has a non-profit group created and run by the members of Glyndon Rescue, with the funds we raise we do 

things such as purchase our clothing items, supplement our budget when needed for training and supplies as 

well as give back to the community in the form of Scholarships and donations throughout the year.  The start of 

2016 we came up with a goal to fully fund the purchase of a Lucas CPR Device, a state of the art automated CPR 

Device that can give an exceptional advantage to the patients outcome in many Cardiac Arrest events.  We 

started out with the “realistic” goal of purchasing it sometime during 2017, the ultimate goal would be to 

purchase by fall 2016.  February we started our mission with a meat raffle, this process continued with citizen 

donations, area business donations, raffle and our annual 5k Rescue Run during the Glyndon Days Celebration 

Week with corporate sponsors that really stepped up to help us reach our goal. 

List price for the Lucas with a spare battery pack and the charger was just over $17,000 plus tax, quoted price 

came in a little over $15,000.  With a bit of hard work and using a little bit of funds we already had saved up 

prior to this, the ordering process was started after only 6 months!  Although the 

ordering process took almost as long as it did to raise the funds for it but as of 

December 2016, Glyndon Rescue Inc. (the non-profit) has officially placed this 

incredible equipment onto our truck and have trained on its use.  This is a very 

exciting time for us for many reasons, we worked hard for it and were able to 

purchase it for the Rescue Department ourselves, as for Rescue Squads in Clay 

County (not including any transport crews) and the immediate surrounding area with squads that respond in 

Clay County as well as another county, we are 1 of only 2 squads that have this equipment available! This is 

something we are very proud of, but MOST importantly, we are that much more advanced as a volunteer squad, 

and we are able to provide an incredible advantage to every citizen that lives in, visits or are passing through our 

response territory as well as mutual aid provided to our surrounding response territories. 

As for response to Rescue calls in 2016 the crew did an amazing job! Glyndon Rescue had the second most calls 

for service in Clay County this year running right in line with an “average” call volume.  Glyndon Rescue had 128 

calls for service and was available with response to 123 of those calls giving us a 96.09% response rate to calls 

for service.  This is excellent coverage for a volunteer department where we have a very hard time finding 

individuals to join that are around during the daytime on weekdays as most work outside of the Glyndon area.  

Although we cannot control the amount of calls we get, or the time of day and week that they come in, we’ve 

had some excellent coverage this year putting us second in ratings in Clay County for both “Call Volume” and 

“Call Response”.  The numbers in Clay County and surrounding for 2016 are quite extreme with the low number 

of calls in a response territory being 7 and the high 332, lowest response rate of 50% and highest response rate 

at 97.89%.  With the continued growth in Glyndon as well as the surrounding areas our call volumes will likely 

see an increase as time goes but this is something that will be well handled by our volunteers. 

  



I am incredibly proud of our volunteers and everything they do, they spend many hours away from home not 

only going out on calls, but training and helping out at many different events throughout the year, getting back 

home in time for cold meals, having to run out on family events and 

holidays, jumping out of bed in the middle of the night sometimes getting 

back just in time to change and go to work for that day and they all do it 

without a second thought.  They respond in the coldest of days to not only 

medicals but accidents as well in extreme weather situations of winter 

storms, closed roads due to unsafe travel conditions, all the way to 

thunderstorms and worse.  One day this past summer we responded to 4 

calls for service back to back that were a standby, two separate accidents 

(including a rollover) and a medical, when these calls started coming in there was an active tornado warning 

with two separate funnels spotted south west of town and northwest of town, it was hailing out along with a 

very heavy down pour of rain.  Members showed up helping to respond and we covered each call without 

missing a beat while working closely with law enforcement who had eyes on the tornados/funnel clouds that 

were close by so we could stay focused on the task at hand keeping our crew and patients all safe throughout 

the events.   

Not all calls get anywhere near that exciting and intense but there’s always a few! 2017 is shaping up to be 

another great and exciting year for us starting off with quite a few calls already as well as securing some funding 

for Glyndon Rescue through the Fargo Force Hometown Heroes Night which is an exciting opportunity for us! 

We all are ready to keep providing an excellent service to everyone in need in 2017 and hope to stay on track 

with last year when it comes to response coverage on calls.  Each one of our members are a great asset to our 

department and I couldn’t be more proud of everything each and every one of them do for our community and 

the surrounding area all year round.  Many of you will never see us out, or see what we do, but every time you 

call 911 whether it’s a minor to major medical call, accident or standby, we are heading out there at all times of 

the day every day of the year to give you the help and treatment that you are in need of. 

Glyndon Rescue Chief, 

Nate Paulson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Other Happenings in 2016 - Fires, accidents, medicals, hazmat’s are only part of what we do…. 

 

Fargo Force Hometown Hero’s Participation 

 

                              Power Line Down 

                                                                                                

                                                                                                                        Vehicle Extrication Class 



 

               Assisting Dilworth at a Grain Bin Fire 

                                                                                                

                                                                                                                         Anhydrous Ammonia Leak 

 

Fire Department Mixed Stag Event 

 A spin-off of our traditional “Turkey Raffle,” we again enjoyed an evening of food and fun. Money raised at this 

event is used to pay for things that  doesn’t come from our regular operating budget such as the Glyndon Relief 

Assn. Scholarship, donations, retirement gifts, Hope for the Holidays, misc. clothing and such.  

Santa at the Fire Hall  

True to tradition, Santa again toured the City of Glyndon. The children whispered their Christmas wishes to 

Santa, looked at the fire trucks, had cider and cookies, and received a goody bag. 

 

Hope for the Holidays (Kenny’s Kids) 

This is the second year Glyndon Fire and Rescue teamed up with Dilworth Fire to buys gifts for local families in 

need. We helped over 20 families in the Glyndon area this past holiday season. 

Community Picnic, Summer Parades, Community Ice Cream Social - Fun times to be out to show off our 

equipment and get in an occasional fire safety message.  



Fire Prevention and CERT Program (Community Emergency Response Team) - Talks and show and tell with the 

kids. Moorhead Fire conducts the CERT class and we were able to assist. This is a very good program for grades 

9-12. They learn how they can help during disasters, as well as lessons to help keep them safe and help others. 

Buffalo River Race Park Standby - Crews stand by for fire and extrication during the races each Sunday. They 

occasionally assist the ambulance on medicals. 

DGF Football Standby - Home game stand by to assist as needed.  

5K Run - Becoming a bigger event every year, Glyndon Rescue Inc. Holds a 5K race each year during Glyndon 

Days.  

An Annual Report would be remiss without closing with a safety message. Be aware of your surroundings. Stop 

to help if you can. Learn compression only CPR. - You’ll be glad you did… 

Click the link below to watch a one minute safety video from the US fire Administration - Fire Is Everyone’s Fight. 

You can also find other fire safety tips…right on You Tube… 

https://youtu.be/X2cecHQY2Xs 

 

 

 

 

 


